The Needs Analysis Of English Learning For The Fourth And Fifth Graders - Pratelaning

THE NEEDS ANALYSIS OF ENGLISH LEARNING FOR THE
FOURTH AND FIFTH GRADERS

Pratelaning Sihmirmo!

Fakultas Bahasa dan Seni, Universitas Negeri Jakarta, Jakarta
JI. Rawamangun Muka, Jakarta Timur, DKI Jakarta - 13220
Email: eladanlia@gmail.com

Abstract

This is a report of a research aiming at investigating needs of English learning for the fourth
and fifth graders of SDN Utan Kayu Utara 01, 03, 05 Pagi Jakarta in Academic Year
2014/2015 in terms of learning materials and ways of learning. To achieve the aim, the
researcher distributed questionnaires, conducted interviews, and analyzed various related
documents. Questionnaires were distributed by employing incidental convenience purposive
sampling to 185 participants. Interviews were conducted to 30 of the participants by
employing quota purposive sampling. Documents being investigated were the schools’ vision,
mission and goals; the 2013 Curriculum; the English syllabus for SMP students;, and
the English textbook for the seventh graders. From the investigation, it was revealed that the
needs of English learning for the fourth and fifth graders of SDN Utan Kayu Utara 01,
03, 05 Pagi Jakarta in Academic Year 2014/2015 in terms of learning materials are music &
songs, animals, arts & literatures, jobs, and family. In terms of ways of learning, the
learners’ needs are writing diaries/stories/ teacher’s explanation/ summaries/ sentences/
names of fruits/ names of animals, studying textbooks & exercise books, reading books/
comics/ magazines/ English conversation, listening to music/ teachers/ conversation, making
presentation, looking meaning up in a dictionary, working in groups, playing games,
using English words in real conversation, and making dialogues. With these findings, the
English program designers are suggested to develop an English syllabus which meets the
needs of the learners.

Keywords: needs, needs analysis, learning materials, ways of learning.
Abstrak

Penelitian ini bertujuan menyelidiki kebutuhan pembelajaran bahasa Inggris untuk
siswa kelas empat dan kelima dari SDN Utan Kayu Utara 01, 03, 05 Pagi Jakarta di
Tahun Akademik 2014/2015 dalam hal bahan dan cara belajar belajar. Untuk
mencapai tujuan tersebut, peneliti mendistribusikan kuesioner, melakukan
wawancara, dan menganalisis berbagai dokumen terkait. Kuesioner didistribusikan
dengan menggunakan kenyamanan insidental purposive sampling untuk 185
peserta. Wawancara dilakukan untuk 30 peserta dengan menggunakan quota
sampling purposive. Dokumen yang diteliti adalah sekolah 'visi, misi dan tujuan;
2013 Kurikulum; silabus Bahasa Inggris untuk siswa SMP; dan buku teks bahasa
Inggris untuk siswa kelas tujuh. Dari penyelidikan, terungkap bahwa kebutuhan
belajar bahasa Inggris untuk siswa kelas empat dan kelima dari SDN Utan Kayu
Utara 01, 03, 05 Pagi Jakarta di Tahun Akademik 2014/2015 dalam hal materi
pembelajaran adalah musik & lagu, hewan, seni & literatur, pekerjaan, dan keluarga.
Dalam hal cara belajar, kebutuhan peserta didik menulis buku harian / cerita / penjelasan /
ringkasan / kalimat / nama guru dari buah / nama-nama hewan, mempelajari buku & buku
latihan, membaca buku / komik / majalah / percakapan bahasa Inggris, mendengarkan music /
guru / percakapan, membuat presentasi, mencari artinya di kamus, bekerja dalam kelompok,
bermain game, mengqunakan kata-kata bahasa Inggris dalam percakapan nyata, dan
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membuat dialog. Dengan temuan ini, para desainer Program Bahasa Inggris
disarankan untuk mengembangkan silabus bahasa Inggris yang memenubhi

kebutuhan peserta didik.

Kata Kunci: Kebutuhan, Analisis Kebutuhan, Materi Pembelajaran, Cara Pembelajara

INTRODUCTION

When curriculum shifted from the
2006 Curriculum to the 2013Curriculum,
English lesson at elementary schools
moved its position from a local- content
lesson to an extra-curricular activity

(Salinan Lampiran Permendikbud
No.67/2013: 9; Kurniawan (2013,
December 13th) ; Purnama (2013,

December 16th); Safutra (2013, December

10™). As an extra-curricular activity,
English for elementary school students
is optional. If an elementary school
plans to run an English extra-curricular
activity, it is necessary for the school to
find out students’ attitude to learn
English (Petrides, 2006: 2; Gardner &
Lambert, in Soleimani & Hanafi, 2013: 2;
Tsao, 2008: 2; Lennartsson, 2008: 8). A
study to find out students’ attitude to
learn English was conducted on May
and June, 2014 involving fourth and
tifth graders of SDN Utan Kayu Utara 01
Pagi. From the learning and teaching
observation and questionnaire
distribution, it was found out that 62.05%
participants showed and had positive
attitude to learn English. Based on this
tinding, the Principal of SDN Utan Kayu
Utara 01 Pagi was suggested to
accommodate the students with positive
attitude to learn English by opening an
English extra-curricular activity. Before
opening an English extra-curricular
activity, the school principal was
suggested to investigate the learners’
needs to learn English. An effort to know
needs of a group of learners to learn
English is called a needs analysis or
needs assessment (Morales, et.al., 2010:
47; McCawley, 2009:3; Hyland in
Cummins & Davison, 2007: 392; Richards,
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2001: 51; Office of Migrant Education,
2001: 2; Titcomb, 2000: 1; Brown, 1995: 36;
Iwai et.al, 1999, in Songhori, 2008: 2; Ellis
& Johnson, 1994, in Hossain, 2013: 18).

A needs analysis appears in
English language learning and teaching
to meet specific needs of English learning
focusing on certain specific needs
generally known as English for specific
purposes (ESP) and vocational programs
(Richards, 2001: 51). Richards (2001: 51-
53) discusses a needs analysis not only in
ESP and vocational programs, but also in
broader sense of English language
learning, including learning in EFL
context which is general English, like
English for elementary school students,
English taught at SMPs (Junior High
Schools) and SMAs (Senior High
Schools). In the area of English for
general purposes (EGP), needs analysis
was rarely conducted. In formal and
technical sense, conducting a needs
analysis for general purposes according
to Brown (1995: 35) is relatively new, but
it has been informally conducted for
years by teachers who wanted to assess
what language points their students need
to learn. Recently, the trend to conduct a
needs analysis for general purposes in
order to specify the learning content that
meet the needs of the students is
increasing (see Seedhouse, 1995; Tarone
& Yule, 1989; in Tzotzou, 2014. See also
Munby, 1978; Richterich and Chancerel,
1987; Hutchinson and Waters, 1987;
Berwick, 1989; Brindley, 1989; Tarone
and Yule, 1989; Robinson, 1991; Johns,
1991; West, 1994; Allison et al. (1994);
Seedhouse, 1995; Jordan, 1997; Dudley-
Evans and St. John, 1998; Iwai et al. 1999;
Hamp-Lyons, 2001; Finney, 2002; in
Songhori, 2007). The trends derived from
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a shift of English learning and teaching
(ELT) from teacher-centered into learner-
centered approach (Hossain, 2013). In
learner-centered approach, needs
analysis is the first step to do by a
teacher before conducting an instruction
(Richards, 1984, in Tsao, 2008: 5).

By referring to Nation and
Macalister (2010: 25-26), Brindley (in
Richards, 2001: 54), Brown (1995: 35), and
Richards (2001: 54), needs can be
subjective or objective. Subjective needs
are needs perceived by the learners. It
can be necessities, lacks, wants, desires,
and constraints. Objective needs can be
goals or objectives, or discrepancy / gap
/ deficiency between the actual and the
ideal. This research revealed subjective
as well as objective needs of English
learning for the fourth and fifth graders
of SDN Utan Kayu Utara 01 Pagi. In this
research, needs are learners’ wants and
lacks in learning English, as well as the
schools” goal in running an English
extra-curricular activity. Learners’ lacks
and wants are considered as the
subjective needs of learners in learning
English. The schools” goal in running an
English program as an extra-curricular
activity is considered to be the objective
needs of running an English extra-
curricular activity. Needs in this research
are, then, defined as the subjective and
objective needs of learning English for
the fourth and fifth graders of SDN
Utan Kayu Utara 01, 03, and 05 Pagi in
Academic Year 2014/2015 in terms of
learning materials and ways of learning.
Learning materials are framed as the
English learning materials revealed from
the investigation of the subjective needs
and objective needs. Learning materials
to be investigated in this research are
manifested in terms of topics. Ways of
learning English are extraordinarily
diverse (Graddol, 2006: 82). Graddol
used the term model to refer to ways of
learning English. Three models on ways
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of learning English are suggested to be
fresh and up-to-date, i.e. Content and
Language Integrated Learning (CLIL),
Learning English as a Lingua Franca
(ELF), and English for Young Learners
(EYL) (Graddol, 2006: 86-91). In this
research, ways of learning are framed
as ways young learners learn English
(EYL).

Young learners, according to
Scott and Yterberg (1993: 2 - 4, in
Sukarno, 2008: 69) have characteristics of
(1) having formed their basic concept,
having decided views of the world; (2)
having  abilities to  differentiate
between facts and fiction; (3) asking
questions all the time; (4) relying on
spoken world as well as physical world
to convery and understand meaning; (5)
having abilities to decide what they want
to learn; (6) having exact views on what
they like or do not like doing; (7) having
developed sense of fairness about what
happened in the classroom and
beginning to question teacher’s decision
(being critical); (8) having abilities to
work with others and learn from others;
(9) understanding that world is governed
by rules but not always understand
meaning of the rules; they are nurtured
by nature that they have to obey the
rules to make their lives secure; (10)
understanding the situation more
quickly than understanding the language
used; (11) using the language skills long
before they are aware of them; (12) the
understanding coming through eyes,
ears, hands; (13) being very logical in a
way that what teacher says first happens
first; (14) having very short attention and
concentration span; (15) not always
understanding what adults are talking
about so that teacher needs to talk in
children’s ways of talking; (16) having
no abilities to decide what they should
learn for themselves; (17) loving to play;
and (18) enthusiastic and positive about
learning.
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Richards (2001: 51), Brown (1995:
35), Feez (1998: 39), Graves (2000: 98),
Pratt (in Brown, 1995: 36) and
Stufflebeam, McCormick, Brinkerhoff
and Nelson (in Brown, 1995: 36) have
similar ideas on needs analysis as an
activity to collect data. If Richards and
Pratt used the term procedures to refer to
activities (a term picked up by Brown),
Feez chose the term strategies, and Grave
and Stufflebeam, McCormick,
Brinkerhoff and Nelson considered a
needs assessment or a needs analysis as a
process. Generally speaking, the terms
procedure, activity, strategy or process in
this context indicated the same activity
which is to collect data or to collect
information. In this research, needs
analysis is an activity conducted to
collect information about the learners’
needs in learning English in terms of
learning materials and ways of learning
English. The information being collected
are the learning materials that learners
wants as well as the learning materials
that are difficult for the learners in
learning English, and the learning
materials that are in line with the
schools” goal in running an English
program as an extra-curricular activity.
This research also investigated ways of
learning that the learners want when
they learn English as well as ways of
learning that are difficult for learners
when they learn English, and ways of
learning that are in line with the schools’
goal in running an English extra-
curricular activity.

Brown (1995: 37-38) mentioned
four groups of people who can be
involved in a needs analysis, ie. (1)
target groups, (2) audience, (3) needs
analysts, and (4) resource groups. Target
groups are about whom the data are
collected. The audiences are groups of
people who concern with the findings of
the analyses. Need analysts are them
who conduct the analyses. Resource
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groups are groups which give assistance
concerning with the target groups.

In this research, the target groups
are the fourth and fifth graders of SDN
Utan Kayu Utara 01, 03, 05 Pagi in
Academic Year 2014/2015. Audience in
this research are the schools’ principals,
the English program designer(s), the
school committee representing the
parents of the fourth and fifth graders of
SDN Utan Kayu Utara 01, 03, 05 Pagi, the
board of teachers, and local decision
makers. The needs analyst is the
researcher of this research who tries to
investigate the needs of his learners in
learning English as an extra-curricular
activity in SDN Utan Kayu Utara 01, 03,
05 Pagi. The resource group consists of
the supervisors of this research who gave
advices on how to conduct this research
which was to reveal needs of English
learning for the fourth and fifth graders
of SDN Utan Kayu Utara 01, 03, 05 Pagi
in terms of learning materials and ways
of learning.

A needs analysis can be
administered before a course is begun, at
the beginning of a course, and ongoing
(Graves, 2000: 110-111). Needs analysis
in this research is conducted before an
English program is conducted in order to
reveal learning materials and ways of
learning that meet the needs of the
learners as well as in line with the
schools” goal in running an English
program as an extra- curricular activity.

Teaching English to young
learners in  Indonesia  (TEYLIn),
especially in public elementary schools,
has been conducted for about twenty one
year. SK Mendikbud Number 060/U/1993
dated on February 25" 1993 gave a
legal base for the possibility to
introduce English as a local content at
the fourth, fifth and sixth grades of
elementary schools (Sukamerta, 2011: 6).
Some studies on the implementation of
Teaching English to Young Learners
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in Indonesia (TEYLIN) have been
conducted to reveal how English is
introduced to elementary  school
students in Indonesia. The studies found
that average quality of English teachers
teaching in public elementary schools
in Indonesia are low (Sukamerta,
2011;Handayani, 2010; Setyowati, 2009;
Handayani, 2008; Theresia, 2008;
Ramdani, 2008; Ula, 2008); that average
facilities, teaching aids and teaching
media are not supporting enough for
the implementation of English learning
and teaching as a foreign language in
public elementary schools (Sukamerta,
2011, Handayani, 2008; Supriatin, 2008;
Harun, 2005;); that stakeholders showed
low political will support the success of
the implementation of English as a local
content in Denpasar, Bali (Sukamerta,
2011). The last finding might happen in
other regions. To prove it, there should
be another research investigating roles of
local stakeholders in the implementation
of TEYLIn.

Based on the findings of those
studies, it is reasonable, then, if the
government excluded English from the
intra-curricular activity, and put it as an
extra-curricular activity in the 2013
Curriculum  (see  Salinan  Lampiran
Peraturan ~ Menteri  Pendidikan  dan
Kebudayaan RI Nomor 67 Tahun 2013
tentang Kerangka Dasar dan  Struktur
Kurikulum Sekolah Dasar / Madrasah
Ibtidaiyah dalam Berita Negara Republik
Indonesia Tahun 2013 Nomor 813). With
this policy, elementary schools are given
chances to reconsider their capacity to
introduce English as an extra-curricular
activity to their students.

Research on designing and
administering a needs analysis to
primary school learners about EFL

learning in Greek was conducted by
Tzotzou in 2014. The study aimed at
revealing suitability of the actual
learning and teaching in the school with
the needs of the learners to learn English.
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The study employed questionnaire as the
instrument to collect information. The
study found that learners” EFL needs,
learning styles and strategies are
not consistent or compatible with the
current teaching situation. Based on the
finding, Tzotzou suggested (1) a more
learner-centered teaching methodology
and materials, (2) the policy makers or
stakeholders should open a discussion
talking about a process-based
curriculum development and action
research in  school contexts and
teachers’ further training education and
professional  development. = Though
Tzotzou applied questionnaire as the
only instrument to collect data, it cannot
be considered as a survey because it did
not employ random sampling. It applied
convenience purposive sampling in
distributing  questionnaires to  all
participants in the class. It covered a
small size group of learners with
certain specific needs which in turn
cannot be generalized.

Another relevant research is
Rizkiani’'s ~ (2006) English learning
preferences of East Jakarta elementary
school students. This research aimed at
finding  out factual information
concerning with East-Jakarta elementary-
school learners’ preferences to learn
English. This research is a contribution to
the development of elementary school
English syllabus based on KTSP.

Questionnaire and interview are
the instruments employed to collect
data. Data was taken from 508 students
who forty of them were interviewed, and
spread in 15 elementary schools within
five sub-districts in East Jakarta. The
research revealed that students prefer (1)
school books as the source of learning
materials because the books are easy to
understand, (2) reading story books as

English learning activity (77,76%)
because reading story books is
comforting, relaxing, productive, (3)
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colorful themes in learning English, and
(4) pronouncing and writing numbers
as their favorite topics. Its finding gives
historical information about the English
learning in elementary schools in East
Jakarta where this research is taking
place, especially in Kelurahan Utan Kayu
Utara, Matraman Sub-District.

Other relevant researches were
the ones conducted by Tsao (2008);
Kawanami & Kawanami (2012: 29-43);
Morales, Urrego, Rodriguez, and
Gonzales (2010); Centre for Social and
Education Research (CSER) in 2006;
Kusumoto (2008); Jie (2013); Hossain
(2013); and Khumairoh (2014). From the
reviews of the relevant research, it was
found that there had been various
methods applied by different researchers
to reveal needs of learners in certain
groups of learning. Needs analysis can
be applied in small-scale study
comprising only one class as well as in
big-size research covering a certain area
or a certain education institution with
tens of thousands students/ participants.
Needs analysis can be used to collect
information concerning with learners’
needs to learn English, to find out
whether the curriculum and its
implementation has met the needs of
learners or not yet, to diagnose
discrepancy  between  the  actual
proficiency and the ideal one in order to
help students acquiring the learning
materials required by policy makers of
an education institution. The participants
are also varied. They can be young
learners, higher education students or
teachers teaching English as a foreign
language. Needs analysis can be applied
in specific-purpose contexts as well as
EGP contexts.

With the current trend in English
for general purposes (EGP) to specify
learners” needs before learning and
teaching processes are conducted, this
research tried to analyze needs of certain
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groups of young learners learning
English for general purposes. The
problem is formulated into a question:
“What are the needs of English learning for
the fourth and fifth graders of SDN Utan
Kayu Utara 01, 03, 05 Pagi in Academic
Year 2014/2015 in terms of learning
materials and ways of learning?”

This research aimed at
investigating the needs of English
learning for the fourth and fifth graders
of SDN Utan Kayu Utara 01, 03 and 05
Pagi in Academic Year 2014/2015 in
terms of learning materials and ways of
learning. The learners’ needs revealed
from this investigation could be the
input for the English program designers
in SDN Utan Kayu Utara 01, 03 and 05
Pagi to develop an English extra-
curricular activity.

Research Method

By referring to Creswell (2008: 51 -
59), Nation & Macalister (2010: 25),
Richards (2001: 60-63), and Brown (1995:
45-51), this research is approached as a
qualitative research. By referring to
Creswell (2008: 476), Van Lier (in Hinkel
(ed.), 2005: 196), and Yin (1989: 23, in Van
Lier, in Hinkel (ed.), 2005: 196), method of
this research is a case study because (1) it
focuses on specific context and specific
groups of learners, and (2) the use of
multiple sources of evidence. Yin
furthermore established that the case is
bounded to a context in real life. Real- life
context here means as the opposed to the
laboratory context. This research is also a
case study because (3) it focuses on the
individuals in the group toward the case.

The focuses or specific contexts of
this research are the needs of English
learning in terms of learning materials
and ways of learning. The specific
learners are the fourth and fifth graders
of the schools. Multiple sources of
evidence are used by collecting data with
questionnaires, interviews and document
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analyses. The focus groups consist of the
fourth and fifth graders of SDN Utan
Kayu Utara 01, 03, and 05 Pagi in
Academic Year 2014/2015. The cases to
be investigated in this research are the
needs of certain groups of learners to
learn English in terms of learning
materials and ways of learning. The
needs are bounded to the context where
the needs to learn English applies only
for the fourth and fifth graders of SDN
Utan Kayu Utara 01, 03 and 05 Pagi.

Data of this research are the
written responses of the participants, and
aural responses of the interviewees, as
well as the analysis results of related
document. Data sources are the fourth
and fifth graders of SDN Utan Kayu
Utara 01, 03 and 05 Pagi, and the
researcher.

By referring to the data-
collecting  procedure suggested by
Williams (2003), Boyce and Neale (2006:
4-7), and CDP (2009), the data-collecting
procedure in this research followed steps:
(1)  distributing  questionnaires  to
investigate subjective needs of English
learning for the fourth and fifth graders
of SDN Utan Kayu Utara 01, 03, 05 Pagi
in terms of learning materials and ways
of learning, (2) conducting interviews to
reveal subjective needs of English
learning for the fourth and fifth graders
of SDN Utan Kayu Utara 01, 03, 05 Pagi
in terms of learning materials and ways
of learning, (3) confirming the findings
revealed from the  questionnaire
distribution with the findings revealed
from conducting interviews to get the
subjective needs of English learning for
the fourth and fifth graders of SDN Utan
Kayu Utara 01, 03, 05 Pagi in terms of
learning materials and ways of learning ,
(4) analyzing various documents to
reveal the schools’ goal in running an
English program as an extra-curricular
activity, (5) analyzing various documents
to reveal objective needs of English
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learning for the fourth and fifth graders
of SDN Utan Kayu Utara 01 Pagi in
terms of learning materials and ways of
learning, (6) confirming the subjective
needs and the objective needs of English
learning for the fourth and fifth graders
of SDN Utan Kayu Utara 01, 03, 05 Pagi
in terms of learning materials and ways of
learning.

Appropriate instruments need to
be employed to collect information
needed. Among all the instruments to
collect information about needs of
English learning for young learners
learning English as a foreign language,
questionnaires, interviews and document
analyses were considered to be
appropriate to collect data in this research
(see Rosset, in Brown, 1995: 53).
Questionnaires, interview, and document
analysis are included in non-test
instruments  (Sugiyono, 2012:  349;
Matondang, 2009: 1-2; Sukmadinata, 2005:
223).

This research employed self-rating

questionnaires  (Q1l, Q2). Self-rating
questionnaires were employed to reveal
the learners’ favorite topics (Qla),

difficulties that the learners needed to
learn more (Qlb), favorite learning
activities (Q2a), and ways of learning
English (Q2b). The questionnaires were
distributed to all the fourth and fifth
graders of SDN Utan kayu Utara 01, 03,
05 Pagi who presented on the day of the
questionnaire  distribution. Incidental
convenience purposive sampling
(Sukmadinata, 2005: 255) was a technique
employed to collect data with
questionnaire. The self-rating
questionnaires (Q1, Q2) were adapted
from  questionnaires developed by
Tzotzou (2014: 17 - 20). To find out
whether or not the questionnaires are
able to measure what supposed to
measure which is the learning materials,
an expert panel was asked to judge
whether these questionnaires had been
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constructed well or not to measure the
needs of English learning for the fourth
and fifth graders of SDN Utan Kayu
Utara 01, 03 and 05 Pagi in terms of the
learning materials and ways of learning
English.

Interviews can be administered
individually or in groups (Rosset, in
Brown, 1995: 53). Interview in this
research was applied to confirm data
collected from the questionnaires. Quota
purposive sampling was employed to
choose the participants to be interviewed
(see Sukmadinata: 2005: 255). According
to Sugiyono (2012: 67), quota sampling is
a technique to determine samples from
population that have certain
characteristics up to a certain amount of
samples (quota). Notoatmodjo (2002: 89)
defined quota sampling as a sampling
technique by determining a certain
amount of quotum. The interview was
conducted in Bahasa Indonesia because the
participants ~ were  young learners
speaking Bahasa Indonesia in their daily
conversation. By delivering the questions
in Bahasa Indonesia, misunderstanding
can be reduced and clarity of the
questions increases.

The  guideline to  analyze
documents released by the Centre for
Disease  and Prevention (CDP),
Department of Health and Human
Service U.S.A. (2009) was employed here
because this guideline was employed to
analyze needs. The needs analyzed by
CDP were the needs of the patients
towards services by medical institution in
the US.A. In this research, the needs
being analyzed were English learning for
the fourth and fifth graders of SDN
Utan Kayu Utara 01, 03 and 05 Pagi in
terms of learning materials and ways of
learning. Document analysis or record
analysis (Rosset, in Brown, 1995: 53) is
used to collect information on objective
needs. The objective needs are collected
by analyzing documents containing the
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schools” goals, learning materials and
ways of learning. The schools” goals were
available in the document of Visi, Misi
dan Tujuan SDN Utan Kayu Utara 01, 03
and 05 Pagi.

This research referred to the
procedure suggested by Graves (200: 100)
in analyzing the data. Graves (2000: 100)
viewed procedures to analyze needs as a
cycle. The cycle contains (1) deciding
what information to collect and why, (2)
deciding the best way to collect it: when,
how and from whom, (3) collecting the
information, (4) interpreting  the
information, (5) acting on the
information, (6) evaluating the effect and
effectiveness of the action, (7) back to 1.
This research applied numbers four and
five to serve its aim in investigating
needs of English learning for the fourth
and fifth graders of SDN Utan Kayu
Utara 01, 03, 05 Pagi in terms of learning
materials and ways of learning.

This research was conducted in six
classes of three public elementary schools
in Matraman, East Jakarta. They were the
fourth and fifth grades of SDN Utan
Kayu Utara 01, 03 and 05 Pagi, covering
185 students. The research was
conducted for four months from May
until August 2014.

Research Findings

A. The Needs of English Learning for
the Fourth and Fifth Graders of SDN
Utan Kayu Utara 01, 03, 05 Pagi in
terms of Learning Materials

This section describes data
revealing the needs of the learners to
learn English in terms of the learning

materials. The data were revealed
through a questionnaire (Q1l), an
interview (I1) and data analyses

(DA1). With the aid of Ms Excel, it
was found that “kinds of plants” is the
most favorite topic out of 29 topics
given with 169 out of 185 students
(91.35%) chose it. Subjective needs of
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the learners revealed from the first
question of the first questionnaire
(Qla) were put in order from the most
frequently chosen topic to the least
one as follows: (1) Kinds of Plants, 169
participants, (2) Our Environment,
168, (3) Festivals and Celebration, 165,
(4) Family and Friends, 163, (5) Health
and Illness, 159, (6) Entertainment,
159, (7) Parts and Organs of Human
Body, 159, (8) Arts and Paintings, 159,
(9) Music, 155, and (10) Kinds of
Animals, 154, (11) Energy Saving, 143,
(12) Traveling, 141, (13) Sports, 141,
(14) Computer and Gadgets, 140, (15)
Story and Literatures, 137, (16)
Custom and Traditional Clothes, (17)
Manage Garbage, Avoid Dissasters,
135, (18) Local Languages, Bahasa
Indonesia and Languages in the
World, 128, (19) Leisure Activities,
127, (20) Daily Activities, 124, (21)
Occupation, 122, (22) Internet
Connection, 121, (23) Science and
Technology, 105, (24) Food, Drink
and Cooking, 101, (25) Drama and
Cinema, 100, (26) Holidays and
Important Dates, 93, (27) Location, 87,
(28) Famous People and Celebrities,
70, (29) Shopping, 66.

“Memahami isi percakapan / lagu /
film dalam Bahasa Inggris”
(Understanding a  conversation,
someone singing, a film; 178
participants) was considered to be
the most  difficult skill the
participants wanted to practise
more, followed by “membaca cerita /
majalah / komik dalam Bahasa Inggris”
(reading stories, magazines, comics;
158), “Berbahasa Inggris secara jelas
dan dimengerti” (speak English clearly
and understandably; 138), “berbicara
dalam Bahasa Inggris” (speak English;
124), “berbahasa Inggris dengan baik dan
benar” (know English properly; 115),
“menulis cerita atau puisi dalam Bahasa
Inggris” (write a story or a poem; 97),
and “mengerti arti kata / frase / kalimat
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dalam Bahasa Inggris” (understanding
meanings of words, phrases and
sentences; 96). The data collected from
the questionnaire (Q1) was confirmed
with data revealed from interviews
(I1) to get the subjective needs in
terms of learning materials.

With document analyses (DA1),
(1) the schools’ goal in running an
English extra-curricular activity was
to prepare the learners with skills and
to knowledge to continue their study
to higher-education level, (2) objective
needs of English learning in terms of
learning materials. They are (1) How
are You?, (b) It's Me, (c) It's My
Birthday, (d) I Love People around Me, (e)
How many Pets do You Have?, (f) Let’s
Listen to the Songs, (g) I Love Things
around Me, (h) She’s so Nice, (i) My
Grandfather is a Doctor, (j) Attention,
Please!, and (k) I am Proud of My
Teacher.

The subjective needs and
objective needs were confirmed to get
needs of English learning for the
fourth and fifth graders of SDN Utan
Kayu Utara 01, 03, 05 Pagi in terms of
learning materials.

. The Needs of English Learning for

the Fourth and Fifth Graders of SDN
Utan Kayu Utara 01, 03, 05 Pagi in
terms of Ways of Learning

From questionnaires, out of

185 participants, 162 participants
considered “Menulis diary / cerita /
puisi / jadwal pelajaran / agenda
kegiatan dalam Bahasa Inggris” (writing
diaries/ stories/ poems/ schedule/
agenda in English) as their favourite
ways of learning. One hundred and
thirty chose “Membaca cerita / majalah
/ komik / berita / puisi / iklan dan
promosi dalam Bahasa Inggris” (reading
stories/ magazines/ comics/ news/
poems/ advertisements and
promotion in English) as the second
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favourite ways of
“Mendengarkan  dan/atau  menonton
lagu-lagu / percakapan  / bercerita /
drama / dongeng / kisah / legenda / berita
di televise / youtube / internet dalam
Bahasa Inggris” (listening or watching
songs / conversation/ stories/
drama/ fables/ biographies/
legends/ news on TV/ youtube/
internet in English) and “Bernyanyi /
bercakap-cakap / berpidato / bermain
peran / membacakan puisi dalam Bahasa
Inggris” (sing/ talk/ deliver a speech/
play roles/ read poems in English)
were their third and fourth favourite
ways of learning with 115 and 82
participants chose them respectively.
From 185 participants, 179
participants listened to radio /
podcast / broadcast on English lesson
as ways of learning English. Ways of
learning English that participants did
in learning English were (1) listening
to radio / podcast / broadcast on
English lesson, (2) Doing homework,
(3) Learning English through games,
(4) Practising English every day, (5)
Listening to CD / cassettes / songs,
(6) having  English  classroom
discussion about any topics given
using English language, (7) Watching
films / soundtrack of songs in cinema
/ tv / youtube / other websites, (8)
Asking a friend to listen to you
speaking in English and check if
she/he understands you, (9) Learning

learning.

English in groups, (10) Learning
English by employing internet
connection.

From interviews, it was found
out that listening to English music/
CDs/ songs, teacher's explanation,
people's conversation were the most
favorite ways of learning where
twenty interviewees chose it. The
other favorite ways of learning were
writing  fairy  stories, teacher's
explanation, LKS (exercise books),
game stories, poems, diaries (17
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interviewees); reading novel, poems,
books, textbooks, LKS (exercise
books), story books (15 interviewees);
speaking with friends in English (7);
watching videos, films, film
soundtrack (FROZEN) 6
interviewees); Playing (2); Delivering
a presentation, an explanation (2
interviewees); studying textbook (1);
Singing (1); doing exercises (1);
memorizing song lyrics (1); and
understanding song lyrics (1).

From interviews, it was found
that reading books, comics, dictionary,
textbooks, LKS (exercise book),
magazines, conversation, English
stories were ways of learning English
that interviewees did (19
interviewees). Nine interviewees
listened to music/ songs, teacher's
explanation, people's conversation as
their ways of learning English. Other
ways of learning English stated by the
interviewees were asking mom's /
sister's / teacher's / aunt's / cousin's
/ parents' help (8 interviewees);
writing diaries, stories about fairies,
teacher's explanation, LKS (exercise
book), sentences, kinds of fruits, kinds
of animals (7 interviewees); watching
films/ film soundtracks (FROZEN) (4
interviewees); browsing internet to see
people speaking in English (3
interviewees). Two  interviewees
stated studying textbooks; practicing
English with mom, dad; translating
English - Indonesia, and the reverse;
looking meaning up in a dictionary;
group work; learning by playing
games; singing English songs; joining
in an English course; and having
dialogues in English with friends as
their ways of learning English.
Memorizing vocabularies; delivering a
presentation; making a summary;
applying new vocabularies in actual
conversation; translating word by
word, then combine the words into
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sentences, and read them aloud;
studying at home; developing intrinsic
motivation to learn English; and
learning English seriously were
mentioned by one interviewee only
respectively.

DISCUSSION

Needs analysis in the area of
English for general purposes is rarely
conducted, including English learning
and teaching in elementary schools
(Yalden,1985: 91; in Sukarno, 2008: 67).
According to Richards (2001: 51-53),
teachers have informally conducted
needs analysis for years. Teachers
conduct needs analysis in order to
specify contents in learning English.
Teachers’ efforts to specify contents of
the learning are increasingly required
when the English learning and teaching
approach shifts from teacher-centered
approach to learner- centered approach
(see Seedhouse, 1995; Tarone & Yule,
1989; in Tzotzou, 2014. See also
Munby, 1978; Richterich and Chancerel,
1987; Hutchinson and Waters, 1987;
Berwick, 1989; Brindley, 1989; Tarone
and Yule, 1989; Robinson, 1991; Johns,
1991; West, 1994; Allison et al. (1994);
Seedhouse, 1995; Jordan, 1997; Dudley-
Evans and St. John, 1998; Iwai et al. 1999;
Hamp-Lyons, 2001; Finney, 2002; in
Songhori, 2007). Furthermore, Sukarno
(2008: 67) points out the importance of
conducting needs analysis prior to
designing teaching materials. The
needs to specify the content in English
learning are the first focus of this
needs analysis by revealing the learning
materials.

The second focus, needs in terms
of ways of learning, derives from a
conceptual framework of teaching
English to young learners (TEYL).
English in elementary school is delivered
for young learners. Ways young learners
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learn English as a foreign language are
different from ways adults do. Young
learners are found to be more successful
in learning certain areas, like
pronunciation, than adults are because
children are characteristically better in
memorizing than adults. Young learners’
logical thinking, however, is not mature
yet. In this context, adults become better
achievers in learning concepts of English.
Scott and Yterberg (1993: 2 - 4, in
Sukarno, 2008: 69) and Graddol (2006:
90) briefly overviewed the teaching
English as a foreign language for young
learners (TEYL). He also admits the
importance of employing Vygotsky’s
concept of Zone of Proximal
Development in TEYL.

Which learning materials and
ways of learning should be suggested to
the English program designers or
teachers in the schools? The needs
analysis of English learning in terms of
learning materials and ways of learning
in this research laid its position on the
theories of needs analysis developed by
Nation & Macalister (2010), Brindley (in
Richards, 2001), Brown (1995), Richards
(2001), Graves (2000), Feez (1998), Pratt

(in Brown, 1995), McCormick,
Brinkerhoff and Nelson (in Brown,
1995), Djigunovic (2012), Rosset (in

Brown, 1995). This research framed the
theories in a conceptual framework of
needs analysis in terms of learning
materials and ways of learning. This
research also considered the previous
research findings to reveal current issues
in English learning and teaching,
specifically teaching English for young
learners in Indonesia (TEYLIn). The
context of the research is the English
learning for elementary school students,
specifically for the fourth and fifth
graders in SDN Utan Kayu Utara 01, 03,
and 05 Pagi. The schools implemented
the 2013 Curriculum starting Academic
Year 2014/2015. The findings revealed
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from questionnaires were confirmed
with findings revealed from interviews
to get the subjective needs. The objective
needs were revealed from the analyses of
various  related  documents.  The
subjective needs were confirmed with the
objective needs to get the needs of
English learning for the fourth and fifth
graders of SDN Utan Kayu Utara 01, 03,
05 Pagi in tems of learning materials and
ways of learning. The needs revealed
from this research are considered to be
sufficient to be proposed to the English
program designer to develop an English
program in SDN Utan Kayu Utara 01,
03 and 05 Pagi.

CONCLUSION

The needs of English learning for
the fourth and fifth graders in terms of
learning materials are music and songs,
animals, arts & literatures, jobs, and
family; as well as learners’ lacks, i.e.
understanding English vocabularies, writing
in English, speaking English clearly, talking
to people in English, reading English texts,
and listening to people (teachers) talking /
speaking in English. In terms of ways of
learning, the needs of English learning
for the fourth and fifth graders of SDN
Utan Kayu Utara 01, 03, and 05 Pagi are
writing (diaries, stories, teachers'
explanation, summaries, sentences, names of
fruits, animals); studying textbooks, exercise
books; reading books, comics, magazines,
English conversation; listening to music,
teachers, conversation; making presentation;
looking meaning of certain words up in a
dictionary; group work; playing games; using
English words in real conversation; and
making dialogues. The participants also
expected to learn through their favourite
learning activities, i.e. writing diaries/
stories, teachers’ explanation, summaries,
sentences, names of fruits, and animals;
reading books, comics, magazines,
conversation; listening to music, teachers,
and conversation;, watching films (e.g.

Frozen), conversation n internet;
groupwork;  browsing internet; playing
games;, using English words in real
conversation; making a dialog, practicing
with father/ mother; making presentation;
looking up in dictionary and studying
textbooks and exercising books.

English teachers or program
designers in  the  schools are
recommended to employ the learning
materials and ways of learning English
revealed from this study. A syllabus
framework based on the findings of this
research is suggested to be considered by
the English program designer in
designing the English program as an
extra-curricular activity in SDN Utan
Kayu Utara 01, 03, 05 Pagi in Academic
Year 2014/2015.

Classroom languages available in
the English textbook for the seventh
graders are recommended to be
introduced to the fourth and fifth
graders. Teachers and English program
are invited to employ learning materials
and ways of learning available in the
textbooks in the English class as an extra-
curricular activity for the benefit of the
learners.
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